
Discover the Difference Between a Good
Surfboard and a Great One
Not all surfboards are created equal. Some are good, while others are
great. But what makes the difference? In this article, we'll explore the key
factors that separate a good surfboard from a great one.
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1. The Shape

The shape of a surfboard is one of the most important factors that
determines its performance. There are many different surfboard shapes
available, each with its own unique advantages and disadvantages. The
best shape for you will depend on your individual surfing style and the
waves you typically ride.

Some of the most common surfboard shapes include:
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Shortboards: Shortboards are typically 6-7 feet long and have a
narrow, pointed nose and a wide, rounded tail. They are designed for
high-performance surfing, such as aerials and sharp turns.

Funboards: Funboards are typically 7-8 feet long and have a wider,
more rounded nose and tail than shortboards. They are more stable
and easier to paddle than shortboards, making them a good choice for
beginners and intermediate surfers.

Longboards: Longboards are typically 9-10 feet long and have a long,
narrow nose and a wide, square tail. They are very stable and easy to
paddle, making them a good choice for cruising and wave riding.

2. The Size

The size of a surfboard is another important factor to consider. The right
size surfboard will depend on your height, weight, and surfing skill level. A
surfboard that is too small will be difficult to paddle and will not provide
enough buoyancy to support you in the water. A surfboard that is too large
will be difficult to maneuver and will slow you down.

As a general rule of thumb, beginners should choose a surfboard that is
about 2-3 feet taller than they are. Intermediate surfers can choose a
surfboard that is about 1-2 feet taller than they are. And advanced surfers
can choose a surfboard that is about the same height as they are.

3. The Thickness

The thickness of a surfboard is also an important factor to consider. The
thickness of a surfboard will determine how much buoyancy it provides. A
thicker surfboard will provide more buoyancy and will be easier to paddle,



but it will also be slower and less maneuverable. A thinner surfboard will be
less buoyant and will be more difficult to paddle, but it will be faster and
more maneuverable.

The thickness of a surfboard is typically measured in millimeters. The
thickness of a surfboard will vary depending on the type of surfboard and
the waves you typically ride. Shortboards are typically thinner than
longboards, and surfboards designed for big waves are typically thicker
than surfboards designed for small waves.

4. The Rocker

The rocker of a surfboard is the amount of curve in the bottom of the
surfboard. The rocker of a surfboard will determine how the surfboard
performs in different types of waves. A surfboard with a lot of rocker will be
more maneuverable and will be able to turn more quickly. A surfboard with
less rocker will be faster and will be able to paddle more easily.

The rocker of a surfboard is typically measured in degrees. The rocker of a
surfboard will vary depending on the type of surfboard and the waves you
typically ride. Shortboards typically have more rocker than longboards, and
surfboards designed for big waves typically have less rocker than
surfboards designed for small waves.

5. The Rails

The rails of a surfboard are the edges of the surfboard. The rails of a
surfboard will determine how the surfboard grips the water. A surfboard with
sharp rails will grip the water more and will be more difficult to turn. A
surfboard with rounded rails will grip the water less and will be easier to
turn.



The rails of a surfboard are typically measured in millimeters. The rails of a
surfboard will vary depending on the type of surfboard and the waves you
typically ride. Shortboards typically have sharper rails than longboards, and
surfboards designed for big waves typically have thicker rails than
surfboards designed for small waves.

6. The Fins

The fins of a surfboard are the small fins that are attached to the bottom of
the surfboard. The fins of a surfboard will determine how the surfboard
tracks and turns. A surfboard with a lot of fins will track better and will be
more stable. A surfboard with less fins will turn more quickly and will be
more maneuverable.

The fins of a surfboard are typically measured in inches. The fins of a
surfboard will vary depending on the type of surfboard and the waves you
typically ride. Shortboards typically have 3 fins, while longboards typically
have 1 or 2 fins.

The factors discussed above are just a few of the things to consider when
choosing a surfboard. The best way to find the right surfboard for you is to
try out different surfboards and see which one feels the best. With a little bit
of research and experimentation, you can find the perfect surfboard to help
you take your surfing to the next level.
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