
Fall of Giants: Remembering the Rugby
Internationals Lost in the Great War
In the annals of rugby history, the names of those who perished in the
Great War stand as a solemn testament to the tragic cost of conflict. These
men, once celebrated on the field for their athletic prowess and unwavering
spirit, left an enduring legacy that transcends their untimely demise.

The outbreak of the war in 1914 sent shockwaves through the sporting
world. Rugby, a game synonymous with camaraderie and physicality,
became a poignant symbol of the sacrifices being made. Across the nations
of Britain, Ireland, and Wales, players flocked to enlist, eager to defend
their country and uphold the values they cherished on the rugby pitch.
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Among those who answered the call were some of the most prominent
figures in the sport. England's Lawrence Eadie, a formidable forward
known for his raw power, left behind a promising international career to
serve in the Royal Naval Division. Scotland's Gordon Campbell, a brilliant
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center who captained his country, joined the Black Watch and earned the
Military Cross for his gallantry.

Ireland also felt the war's devastation deeply. Patrick O'Connor, a gifted
winger who represented both Ireland and the British Lions, enlisted in the
Irish Guards. His exceptional speed and agility, once a source of joy for
spectators, now served a more somber purpose on the battlefields of
France.

The Great War claimed the lives of countless rugby internationals, leaving
an unfillable void in the sport. Some, like Wales's Harry Bowen, perished in
the trenches. Bowen, a fearless fullback, was just 25 years old when he fell
at the Battle of the Somme. Others, like England's Leslie Hancock, died in
the hospitals where they were sent to recover from wounds sustained in
battle.

The war profoundly impacted the development of rugby. The loss of a
generation of talented players left a significant gap in the sport. Yet, it also
inspired a spirit of remembrance and gratitude that continues to this day. In
the stadiums where they once played, their names are etched into
memorial plaques and recited during moments of silence.

One century after the end of the Great War, the sacrifice of these rugby
internationals remains a powerful reminder of the human cost of conflict.
Their stories serve as a testament to the courage, camaraderie, and
indomitable spirit that defines the sport of rugby.

Profiles of Fallen Rugby Internationals



In honor of the rugby internationals who lost their lives in the Great War, we
present brief profiles of some of these fallen heroes:

Lawrence Eadie (England): A towering forward known for his
immense strength and physicality. Served in the Royal Naval Division
and earned the Distinguished Service Free Download for his bravery.

Gordon Campbell (Scotland): A gifted center who captained
Scotland to victory in the Calcutta Cup. Joined the Black Watch and
received the Military Cross for gallantry in action.

Patrick O'Connor (Ireland): A lightning-fast winger who represented
Ireland and the British Lions. Enlisted in the Irish Guards and was
killed in action during the Battle of the Somme.

Harry Bowen (Wales): A courageous fullback who played for Wales
15 times. Died in the trenches at the Battle of the Somme at the age of
25.

Leslie Hancock (England): A skillful forward who earned five
international caps. Sustained severe wounds in battle and died in a
hospital in England.

Legacy and Remembrance

The fallen rugby internationals of the Great War left an enduring legacy on
the sport. Their sacrifice inspired future generations of players to strive for
excellence and to uphold the values of courage, camaraderie, and
sportsmanship

Today, their memory is honored through various initiatives and memorials.
The International Rugby Board established the Roll of Honour, which lists



the names of all international rugby players who died in the war.

Rugby clubs across the world hold commemorative events and matches to
pay tribute to the fallen heroes. The annual Poppy Appeal, which raises
funds for veterans and their families, is also a poignant reminder of their
sacrifice.

The stories of the rugby internationals who lost their lives in the Great War
are a timeless reminder of the human cost of conflict and the enduring
power of the human spirit. Their legacy will forever be etched into the fabric
of the sport, inspiring future generations to embrace the values they
cherished both on and off the field.
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