How To Succeed In EPSO Verbal Reasoning
Tests

The European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) is responsible for
conducting recruitment tests for candidates seeking employment within the
European Union institutions. EPSO verbal reasoning tests are a crucial part
of the selection process, assessing candidates' analytical, logical, and
critical thinking skills. Failing to perform well can significantly impact your
chances of securing a position within the EU.
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EPSO verbal reasoning tests are designed to measure various aspects of
your verbal abilities. They typically include the following question types:
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= Analogies: Identifying the relationship between two words and finding
a similar relationship in another word pair.

= Sentence Completion: Selecting the best word(s) to complete a
sentence while maintaining its logical and grammatical coherence.

= Reading Comprehension: Reading a short passage and answering
questions based on its content and implications.

Essential Preparation Strategies:
1. Practice Regularly:

The key to success is consistent practice. Solve as many sample EPSO
verbal reasoning questions as possible to familiarize yourself with the test
format and question types. Time yourself to simulate the actual exam
conditions.

2. Improve Vocabulary:

A strong vocabulary is essential for understanding and analyzing verbal
reasoning questions. Read widely, use a dictionary, or enroll in a
vocabulary building course. Focus on mastering words commonly used in
EPSO tests, such as synonyms, antonyms, and root words.

3. Develop Analytical Thinking:

Verbal reasoning tests require you to analyze information and draw logical
s. Practice identifying patterns, relationships, and the underlying logic in
questions. Engage in critical thinking exercises, such as debating,
discussing, or solving puzzles.



4. Enhance Reading Comprehension:

Pay attention to the nuances of language and the structure of texts.
Improve your reading speed and comprehension by practicing with various
types of passages. ldentify the main idea, supporting arguments, and
logical flow of the text.

5. Time Management:

EPSO verbal reasoning tests are timed, so effective time management is
crucial. Practice answering questions quickly and efficiently. Learn to
prioritize questions based on their difficulty and make strategic guesses if

necessary.
Tips for Answering Specific Question Types:
Analogies:

= Identify the relationship between the two words in the analogy (e.qg.,
cause-effect, part-whole).

= Look for a similar relationship between the third word and potential
answer choices.

Sentence Completion:

= Read the sentence carefully for context and grammatical structure.
= Determine the part of speech and meaning of the missing word.

= Consider all answer choices before selecting the best fit.



Reading Comprehension:

= Read the passage actively and identify the main idea and important
details.

= Answer questions based on the information provided in the text, not
personal assumptions or knowledge.

= Go back and forth between the passage and questions to ensure
accuracy.

Succeeding in EPSO verbal reasoning tests requires a combination of
preparation, practice, and effective test-taking strategies. By following the
tips and advice outlined in this article, you can significantly improve your
performance and increase your chances of securing a position within the
European Union institutions. Remember, consistent effort, a positive
attitude, and the right mindset will lead you to success.
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