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The Plane Crash

On March 4, 1942, a B-17 Flying Fortress bomber carrying five American
airmen took off from Hickam Field in Hawaii on a bombing mission to attack
the Japanese base at Wake Island. The crew consisted of:

* Captain John H. Lamons Jr. * First Lieutenant Robert E. Femino * Second
Lieutenant William J. Martin * Sergeant Robert K. Skelton * Sergeant
William J. Gabbert

The mission was a success, and the B-17 returned to Hickam Field without
incident. However, on the following day, the aircraft was Free Downloaded
to fly to Midway Island, a US naval base in the Pacific Ocean.

As the B-17 approached Midway, it encountered heavy Japanese anti-
aircraft fire. The aircraft was hit by several shells, and one of the engines
was knocked out. Lamons Free Downloaded the crew to bail out, but only
four of them were able to do so before the plane crashed into the ocean.

The Survival

The four airmen who had bailed out landed in the water and managed to
climb into a life raft. They were all injured, and their raft was slowly sinking.
The men knew that they would not survive much longer unless they could
find help.
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After several hours, the airmen spotted a small island in the distance. They
paddled towards the island for several hours, and finally reached shore.
The island was uninhabited, but the airmen were able to find food and
water.

The airmen spent the next several months on the island, fighting for
survival. They built a shelter, gathered food, and fought off wild animals.
They also kept a lookout for any sign of rescue.

The Rescue

Finally, in September 1942, the airmen were spotted by a US Navy patrol
boat. The boat rescued the men and took them to Midway Island.

The airmen were hailed as heroes for their survival. They had endured
unimaginable horrors, but they had never given up hope. Their story is a
testament to the indomitable human spirit.

The Legacy

The story of the five American airmen who survived the crash of their plane
in the Pacific Ocean is a reminder of the importance of hope and resilience.
It is a story that has been told and retold for generations, and it continues to
inspire people around the world.

The Book

The Untold Story of Five American Airmen, a Doomed Plane, and the Will
to Survive is a gripping account of the airmen's ordeal. The book is based
on interviews with the survivors, as well as extensive research. It is a must-
read for anyone who enjoys stories of survival, resilience, and heroism.
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